5. Difficult Passages in the Bible
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The Perspicuity of Scripture & Misunderstandings

Category #2 – Mistranslations
Wood, Hay, Straw or
Gold, Silver, & Precious Stones
Romans 8:1

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
(Critical Text)

John 5:24

Therefore, no judgment for those in Christ Jesus

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment,
but has passed out of death into life.”

Psalm 103:12

As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.

Hebrews 10:17

"And their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."

Jeremiah 31:34 "I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."
Isaiah 43:25

"I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”

2 Corinthians 5:10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

(Critical Text)

1 Corinthians 3:12

For we must all appear before the Bematos {i.e. the Blessing Place}so that each one may be positively rewarded
for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or trifling.

Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is
of each man's work.

to be

revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality

14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.
15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

1 Corinthians 3:3 There is jealousy and strife among you...
4 One says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," ….

6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it.
But each man must be careful how he builds on it.
11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw {i.e. stubble},
13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality
of each man's work.
14 If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.
15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

Matthew 13:3-4 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road,
and the birds came and ate them up.
5 Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil.
6 But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.
20 The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately

receives it

responds with joy;

21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he
falls away faints.
1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you
strange thing were happening to you;

for your testing

as trials, as though some

James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tested, “I am being tested by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself
does not test anyone.
1 Peter 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen
3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living
expectation of certainty through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you

hope
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